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blessing over the harvest this year, with services in nearly every village

and collections of food for those who need it most, I’'m pausing to look
ahead to the end of October and to November - a season of remembering,
including All Hallows’ Eve, All Saints' Day, All Souls' Day, Baby Loss Awareness
Week, Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day.

I n the midst of a period of giving thanks to God for his protection and

At the end of October, while everyone is lighting pumpkin lamps and
dressing up in scary costumes, the church is marking All Hallows' Eve. An
evening of prayer and preparation before the two holy days that honour
the friends, family, and heroic saints who have died and are now part of the
cloud of witnesses spoken of in Hebrews 12:1, cheering us on from heaven as
we run our life’s race. All Hallows’ Eve is similar to Christmas Eve in that we
are excited for the holy day that follows. It has fallen out of the Christian
calendar a little as the traditions of the Celtic festival of Samhain have been
popularised once again. The Gaels believed that, beginning at dusk on 31
October, the boundary between life and death was thinner and the spirits
of the dead could haunt them. So they wore costumes and lit bonfires to
scare off evil spirits. The church, instead, celebrates the holy and wonderful
lives of those who have died, looking forward to All Saints' Day. Folkingham
St Andrew’s will be open and candlelit for All Hallows' Evening, and you are
welcome to walk through the churchyard, to think about the lives of all
those buried there, and see that it really isn’t that scary a place even on 31
October.

We celebrate All Saints’ Day in our Sunday services on 1 November,
10:30am at Billingborough and 5pm at Threekingham (where each month
we pray for healing for those who are unwell). It seems wonderful to me
that - as we are celebrating the lives of the saints, some of whom showed
great faith serving and loving others like Jesus, to whom they devoted
themselves, and healing people in Jesus’ name - we too should be praying
for healing.

On All Souls’ Day, 2 November, our thoughts turn to all those who have died
whom we love, and we miss. There will be a service in Billingborough, St
Andrew'’s, in the evening, where the names will be read out of those whom
we want to remember, and boards will display the names of all those whose
families send them to be included. The service both gives thanks to God for
the lives of those we are remembering and prays for all of us as we miss
them and need God’s comfort. Candles are lit, and this simple physical act is
a visible symbol that those who have died and are seen no more are alive in
the presence of God.

Also in October is Baby Loss Awareness Week, a time to remember those
little ones who died before, or just after they were born. It’s a week to weep

Continued on page 3.

Forthcoming Services

Thursday 1 October
9:00 Holy Communion |
Folkingham

Sunday 4 October

10:00 Cafe Church | Pointon
10:30 Holy Communion (short) |
Billingborough followed by
11:00 Family Harvest Service |
Billingborough

17:00 Evening Prayer & Healing
Service | Threekingham

17:30 Evening Prayer | Horbling

Sunday 11 October

10:30 Holy Communion |
Folkingham

17:30 Holy Communion | Horbling

Thursday 15 October
9:00 Holy Communion |
Folkingham

Sunday 18 October
10:30 Sung Holy Communion
Billingborough

Thursday 22 October
10:00 Holy Communion |
Billingborough | Methodist
Presbyter presiding

Sunday 25 October

10:30 Holy Communion |
Folkingham

17:00 Come & Sing Choral
Evensong (with rehearsal at 15:30
if you'd like to join the choir) |
Pointon

Sunday 1 November

All Saints' Day

10:00 Cafe Church | Pointon
10:30 Holy Communion |
Billingborough

17:00 Evening Prayer & Healing
Service | Threekingham

17:30 Evening Prayer | Horbling

Thursday 5 November

9:00 Holy Communion |
Folkingham

Forthcoming services continued on
page 3.
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St. Andrew’s Church,

OUR CHURCH. OUR VILLAGE. OUR FUTURE.

St. Andrew’s has stood at the heart of Folkingham for generations.
We would love to hear what the church means to you,
and your ideas about the part it could play in the life of our village
in the years ahead.

COME AND JOIN THE CONVERSATION

g ~ ~
COMMUNITY DROP-IN O~O COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
Wednesday r\or-] Sunday
7 October 2026 | {0 1 11 October 2026
4.00 - 7.30 pm 12.00 - 1.30 pm
Come in, have a look around, (a‘ g comle) :

i & s an s whe
St. Andrew’s means to you and Folkingham and g might
:"hat Pla'?r-l- Youlih'nk it could imagine for its future. Everyone is
ave in village life. welcome whether or not
\ / L at‘::r::i ti: rninfin; s:?vig:u—)

Together we can
ensure St. Andrew’s
thrives for generations
to come.

() ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, FOLKINGHAM | A PLACE OF WORSHIP, A HEART FOR OUR COMMUNITY.

Everyone is welcome whether you regularly come to St. Andrew's,
occasionally visit or haven’t been through the doors for years.
We'd particularly like to hear from you.

ST ANDREW’S IS YOUR PARISH CHURCH
COME AND BE PART OF THE CONVERSATION
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. jOIN US FOR A Monthly Coffee

Mornings
Join us at St Andrew’s
Church, Folkingham,
% ;0“/’/1% % M on the first Saturday of

every month,
WALK - PRAY - REFLECT - TOGETHER 10am-12 noon,
Exploring our local churches, “The path for.a hot drink, ca ke.’
our countryside and our faith Lk leads us closer” and friendly conversation.
together. All are welcome. ' D A .
EVERY STEP Starting
Saturday 7th November

For just £5, enjoy a hot drink,
a slice of cake or traybake,
and good company
Gl ek — while helping raise funds

WALKS EVERY THIRD SATURD | forStAndrew’s Church.

Come and walk, pray and journey together .
Donations of homemade

SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER cakes and traybakes
10AM
are always welcome and
Meet at St. Andrew’s Church, Meet at St. Andrew’s Church, .
Folkingham Scott Willoughby greatly appreciated.
- Walk to Sempringham Church - Circular walk via Dembleby, .
and back Newton and surrounding Everyone is welcome.
countryside
9 Approx. 6 miles (9.2 km) 9 e Come alone,
Approx. 4% miles (6.8 km) or bring a friend!
M Mostly flat terrain A Mostly flat terrain
o Wear sensible ‘ i Bringhwater and i ‘ .. .. Dogs on leads FOlklngham &
footwear Weat‘ er—approprlate welcome . .
— & clothing “a District Garden Club
FAITH + COMMUNITY + COUNTRYSIDE + ALL ARE WELCOME First Thursday of the month
W 14:00-15:30 at St Andrew's
aNye

Church, Folkingham -
everyone welcome!

Volunteer Opportunity

The Voice Sub-Distributor for Folkingham
We are looking for a volunteer to take on the role of sub-distributor of The Voice for Folkingham.

Role Responsibilities:

Task: Receive 2 boxes of newsletters per delivery, drop off set quantities to 9 local distributors in and
around Folkingham, and leave remaining spare copies at the church.

Frequency: 6 times a year (late January, March, May, July, September, and November)

Start: End of November

If you are interested in helping out, please email Linda at TheVoiceEditor@outlook.com.
A special thank you to Penny for her work in this role.
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FOLKINGHAM NEEDS YOU!

FOLKINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL is dedicated to making our village a better place to live. But we need

volunteers to make it happen. We currently need two new volunteers to help us in our work. You can choose

which things you would like to focus on (e.g. planning or conservation) and it’s not a huge amount of time. If you

are interested in where you live and would like to contribute, please email Martin at cllr.smith.fpc@gmail.com

Pop In News

by Roberts Meeds

Such a long period of heat has
affected everything, not just plants
in the ground, but machinery and
the equilibrium of our members
too. Thankfully, the heat wave has
broken, and the benefits of recent
showers have given everyone a
new spring in their step. One of the
great highlights in our year, the
summer meal at the New Inn, drew
alarge attendance. Thank you to
Yvonne, who organised it, and to
Neve, Ashley and their staff, who
went more than the extra mile in
service; they really did us proud.
Listening to the laughter, light-
hearted chatter and no raised
voices was a splendid extension of
meetings at the Village Hall.
Colleagues | spoke to gave a
thumbs-up to the menu and told
me that the food was very well
prepared and flavoursome.

Having missed several meetings
due to holidays and our dog in the
hot weather, it was heart-warming
to be welcomed back so
enthusiastically. This wonderful
atmosphere of friendship is
offered to new members as well, so
come along and join us.

This month, Pop In gives a big
thank you to a group of people
who do the heavy work. Comingin
early to set everything in place and
leaving late to ensure everything is
put back in place. This
commitment never wavers. Thank
you all very much. August Bank
Holiday ends children’s summer
break from school, and most of the
holiday trips away too. It is hoped
that an enjoyable time was had by
all.

Sadly, we lost our good friend and
colleague Geoffrey Leaver, who
passed away on 4 September
2026. He will be remembered as a
very private person, quiet,
unassuming and a friend to us all.
In recent years, he could be found
with those playing carpet bowls, or
on the smaller domino table,
enjoying the company of fellow
enthusiasts. Our sincere
condolences are extended to his
family; he will be missed by
everyone.

We look forward to seeing you on
a Monday morning.

SOUTH LAFFORD

POP IN

“Staying together
In friendship”.




