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What a fuss everyone has been making about the weather. I’ve 
heard everyone’s opinion about whether it’s too hot, whether it 
will last, and how they feel about the humidity. I’ve heard 

grumbles about hose-pipe bans and the poor flowers in the garden, though 
surely it’s more important that everyone has water to drink? By the time 
The Voice is published, I imagine we will think that it is too cold, too wet, or 
too something else.

We talk about the changing trends in the weather as though it’s a personal 
inconvenience - something that just happens to us - rather than the 
consequence of hundreds of years of selfish human behaviour that has 
affected plant life, the air, the sea, and the people and animals that share 
this planet. Even if you are a climate change denier, it is impossible to deny 
that human beings fail to think about the impact of their actions and fail to 
share what they have fairly, often more concerned about whether plans to 
do good will benefit or inconvenience "me and mine" rather than help 
others.

Spare a thought, and certainly some prayer, for those who are growing our 
food and those who are worse affected by the changing climate than we 
are.

As I’ve been walking the dog on the footpaths through the fields these last 
few weeks, usually very early in the morning, I’ve been praying for the 
growing crops. To anyone who is not a Christian, prayer might seem futile; I 
just know that when I pray, I am more likely to see answers to the things I’m 
worried about than when I don’t. Throughout my whole life, I’ve seen God 
faithfully and generously answer more often than not, and sometimes in 
ways I couldn’t have imagined. There is an old saying, “I’ve never met a 
farmer's wife who doesn’t pray”; it’s a bit dated now, but it points to how 
much trust in, and help from, God is needed in farming - alongside research, 
skills, and experience, of course.

At our "tractor service," as it’s affectionately been called at the start of the 
farming year, we prayed for God’s blessing on the farmers, the farm 
machinery, and the seed. And we thanked God for the land, for his 
provision, for his awesome creation, and for his faithfulness.

Prayer is about thankfulness as well as about what we want. Research 
shows that gratitude - an attitude of thankful appreciation for the tangible 
and intangible good things that we have - is good for us. People who have a 
habit of deliberately speaking out, writing down, or thinking about the 
things for which they are grateful are more optimistic, more satisfied with 
their lives, and have an overall higher happiness score in psychology 
experiments than those who don’t. There is a significant amount of 
research in this field, and the correlation between gratitude and wellbeing 

Continued on page 3.

Forthcoming Services
the

Voice

Aug/Sept 2026
Issue No. 193

Aswarby Haceby Scott Willoughby

Aunsby Laughton Spanby

Crofton Newton Swarby

Dembleby Osbournby Threekingham

Folkingham Pickworth Walcot

for and from the communities of
Sunday 2 August
10:00 Cafe Church | Pointon
10:30 Holy Communion | 
Billingborough
17:00 Healing Service | 
Threekingham 
17:30 Evening Prayer | Horbling

Thursday 6 August
9:00 Holy Communion | 
Folkingham

Sunday 9 August
10:30 Holy Communion | 
Folkingham
17:00 Poems & Praise | Scott 
Willoughby
17:30 Evening Prayer | Horbling

Sunday 16 August
10:30 Holy Communion | 
Billingborough

Thursday 20 August
9:00 Holy Communion | 
Folkingham

Sunday 23 August
10:30 Holy Communion | 
Folkingham

Thursday 27 August
10:00 Holy Communion | 
Billingborough | Methodist 
Presbyter presiding

Sunday 30 August
10:30 Holy Communion | Aslackby

Thursday 3 September
9:00 Holy Communion | 
Folkingham

Sunday 6 September
10:00 Cafe Church | Pointon
10:30 Holy Communion | 
Billingborough
17:00 Healing Service | 
Threekingham 
17:30 Evening Prayer | Horbling
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